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California gunfire deadly 
4 people fatally shot in rural town before 
police kill gunman. — National, 4A 


Less messing, more blessing 
Preparing Thanksgiving dinner in only 
2 pans saves time, space. — Style, 1E 
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In the news 


E George Merkel, 52, a 
police officer in Prince 
George’s County, Md., fac- 
es prison time after being 
convicted of assaulting a 
sleeping homeless woman 
by shouting obscenities to 
wake her up, pulling her to 
her feet by the ears and hit- 
ting her in the head, prose- 
cutors said. 


E William Young called 
tails to win a coin flip to 
take an at-large position on 
the five-seat City Council in 
Mission Woods, Kan., after 
he and Michael Knierim 
each got 35 votes in a com- 
munity with fewer than 200 
residents. 


H Joan Lenard, a federal 
judge in Miami, granted a 
request from Jimmy Saba- 
tino, 41, to let him serve a 
20-year sentence in solitary 
at a federal Supermax prison 
in Colorado so he can stop 
committing cons, after he 
pleaded guilty to running 
a $10 million fraud scheme 
from his cell at Miami’s fed- 
eral lockup. 


E Abbie Crawford of 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, who 
created the Iowa Cookie 
Crumps, a volunteer group 
now rushing to box and send 
30,000 cookies overseas for 
the holidays, said the group’s 
one purpose is to improve 
the morale of deployed U.S. 
service members. 


H Jesper Cederholm, a po- 
lice investigator in Copen- 
hagen, Denmark, said a man 
has confessed to stealing 
and selling online 12 of the 
3,000 familiar green public 
benches that are scattered 
around the capital city and 
were first introduced there 
in the 1880s. 


E Jacoby Randall, 28, a 
prison guard from Hous- 
ton, Texas, pleaded guilty to 
accepting bribes to smug- 
gle banned items including 
food, marijuana and elec- 
tronics to inmates being 
held at a federal lockup in 
Conroe and now faces up to 
15 years behind bars. 


E Louis Varvella, 49, told 
police in Bridgeport, Conn., 
that he found an AR-15 as- 
sault-style rifle on the street 
and was bicycling to the po- 
lice station to turn it in when 
he was arrested on multiple 
counts, including breaching 
the peace and possessing a 
weapon. 


E John Wade, who wit- 
nessed a high-speed inter- 
state highway crash in Harp- 
er Woods, Mich., that killed 
four people, said the crash’s 
only survivor, a l-year-old 
child, likely lived because 
the baby was buckled into a 
car safety seat. 


H Erica Sanders of Floris- 
sant, Mo., met with the prin- 
cipal and a police officer af- 
ter her ll-year-old daughter 
told her that an elementary 
school teacher, now on leave 
after apologizing for “poor 
judgment,” spit a mouthful 
of sunflower seeds in her 
face. 


WEATHER 
LITTLE ROCK 
Today Chance of showers 


and isolated thunderstorms. 
High 64, light 


variable winds. 
Tonight Mostly 
cloudy and 
cool. 
Low 50. 
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AP/VAHID SALEMI 


An earthquake survivor sits Tuesday in rubble in front of her home in the Mehr, or “kindness,” com- 
pound built by the Iranian government in Sarpol-e-Zahab near the Iraq border. Iranian President Has- 
san Rouhani opened an investigation Tuesday into why government housing built by his predecessor 
collapsed while other buildings withstood the earthquake that struck Sunday night. 


Article, 6A 


In UA‘ view, LR arena 


in need 
MATT JONES 
AND TOM MURPHY 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

FAYETTEVILLE — Up to 
$10 million in improvements 
are needed for War Memori- 
al Stadium to continue host- 
ing Arkansas Razorbacks 
football games, according to 
documents and emails ex- 
changed between officials of 
the University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville and the Arkan- 
sas Department of Parks and 
Tourism. 

The documents, obtained 
through an open-records 
request, detail several im- 
provements UA officials say 
are needed to bring the stadi- 
um in line with fan demands, 
meet needs of TV partners 
and support potential chang- 
es to Southeastern Confer- 
ence regulations. There is 
no record of any official rec- 
ommendations pertaining to 


of $10M update 


a aS J 
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To continue past 2018 as a site for Arkansas Razorbacks games, 
according to University of Arkansas officials’ documents and 
emails, Little Rock’s War Memorial Stadium would require “im- 
mediate” upgrades and renovations. 


stadium upgrades. 

UA has played annually at 
the stadium since it opened 
in 1948, but the Razorbacks’ 
future there is in doubt after 


a contract between the par- 

ties ends in 2018. 
UA Chancellor Joe Stein- 
metz and Athletic Director 
See STADIUM, Page 7A 


Sessions denies lying on Russia 


He testifies he forgot about Trump aide’s mention of Putin 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — Attor- 
ney General Jeff Sessions said 
Tuesday that he has “always 
told the truth” in describing 
his knowledge of the presi- 
dent’s campaign contacts 
with Russians, although he 
acknowledged that he now 


SESSIONS REBUFFS call for 
immediate investigation of 
Obama-era matters. Page 5A. 


recalls an interaction with a 
lower-level adviser to Don- 
ald Trump who said he told 
Sessions about contacts who 
could help arrange a meeting 
between Trump and Russian 


President Vladimir Putin. 
When asked previously 
about whether he thought 
that surrogates from the 
Trump campaign had com- 
munications with the Rus- 
sians, Sessions said, “I did 
not, and I’m not aware of any- 
one else that did, and I don’t 
believe it happened.” 


See SESSIONS, Page 5A 


GOP senators 
giving tax bill 
a health rider 


Insurance mandate repeal 
touted as middle-class relief 


DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
AND WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — Sen- 
ate Republican leaders are 
adding a provision to their 
tax bill that would under- 
mine the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act, as 
they now try to accomplish 
two of their top domestic 
priorities in a single piece of 
legislation. 

Sen. Orrin Hatch, chair- 
man of the Finance Commit- 
tee, confirmed late Tuesday 
that he was revising the bill 
to include the repeal of the 
Affordable Care Act’s indi- 
vidual mandate — a central 
piece of the 2010 law that 
compels most Americans to 
buy health insurance or pay 
a fine — “to help provide 
additional relief to low- and 
middle-income families.” 

“We are optimistic that 
inserting the individual man- 
date repeal would be helpful; 
that’s obviously the view of 
the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee Republicans,” Senate 


The New York Times/AL DRAGO 


Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell (right) joins Sen. 
Patrick Toomey (left), R-Pa., 
and other GOP senators Tues- 
day in announcing that a provi- 
sion to end the individual man- 
date for health care was being 
added to their tax overhaul plan. 


Majority Leader Mitch Mc- 
Connell, R-Ky., said earlier 
Tuesday, after meeting with 
party members during a pri- 

See TAXES, Page 2A 


Judge in wine case 
sides with grocers 


Alcohol panel to start issuing permits 


LINDA SATTER 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

A federal judge Tuesday 
gave the go-ahead to the 
state Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Board to start issu- 
ing grocery-store wine per- 
mits at its regular meeting 
today. 

That means that as early 
as Thursday, grocery stores 
and convenience stores that 
have been limited to selling 
only small-batch farm wines 
will be able to expand their 


selections to include all the 
varieties of wine that for 
years only liquor stores have 
been authorized to sell in the 
state — as long as the board 
grants permits to the stores. 
Mary Robin Casteel, di- 
rector of the beverage con- 
trol agency, said in court 
Monday that the agency 
had authorized stores with 
pending permits to go ahead 
and stock up in anticipation 
of being granted the newly 
See WINE, Page 3A 


Under deal, court to back 
off jailing over hot checks 


LINDA SATTER 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

An agreement filed Tues- 
day in federal court puts to 
rest a 2016 lawsuit filed by two 
civil-rights groups that ac- 
cused Sherwood and its hot- 
check judge, Milas “Butch” 
Hale, of effectively operating 
a “debtors’ prison” by sub- 
jecting poor misdemeanor 
offenders to “a never-ending 
spiral” of fees and fines. 


The 20-page agreement 
was signed by an attorney 
representing the city and 
Hale, as well as by the five 
Hot Check Court defendants 
whose plight was taken up by 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Arkansas and the 
national Lawyers’ Commit- 
tee for Civil Rights Under 
the Law. 

US. District Judge James 

See HOT CHECKS, Page 7A 


LOVE’S LABOR LOST 


Locks to be cut off 
historic LR bridge 


NOEL OMAN 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

The keepers of the Junc- 
tion Bridge have no love lost 
for the love-struck linking 
their “love locks” to the his- 
toric bridge. 

Today, workers will be- 
gin removing thousands of 
locks that romantic couples 
have attached to the 133-year- 
old pedestrian bridge over 
the Arkansas River between 


Little Rock and North Little 
Rock. 

The practice, which is 
done on bridges around the 
world, “exploded” on the 
Junction Bridge this summer, 
bridge board Chairman Sar- 
ah Fritschie said. 

The amorous tradition 
has run afoul of pragmatic 
authorities elsewhere, in- 
cluding Brooklyn and, yes, 

See LOCKS, Page 3A 


“It’s vandalism. It’s the 


same as taking a magic 


marker and writing on a wall.” 


SARAH FRITSCHIE, chairman of the Junction Bridge Board, 
who said the locks mar the bridge railings and scrape the paint 


i 
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Workers today will begin removing these and thousands of other “love locks” fastened to the historic 
Junction Bridge over the Arkansas River between Little Rock and North Little Rock. 


